
Tamalpais Union High School District Approves Solar Projects

On February 28, 2023, the Tamalpais Union High School District (TUHSD) Board of
Trustees approved an agreement with ENGIE Services U.S. Inc. to design and construct solar
photovoltaic canopies, electric vehicle (EV) car charging stations and battery energy storage
infrastructure systems over parking lots at Archie Williams High School, Redwood High School
and Tamalpais High School.

During the 2021-22 school year, the district completed a 10 month Facilities Master Plan
(FMP) process, in which the community identified these solar projects as high priority based on
their positive environmental impact and financial benefit. Superintendent Tara Taupier said,
“During last year’s FMP process, the District identified some critical  infrastructure
improvements at all of our campuses, so this is one significant step towards addressing and
upgrading our critical energy infrastructure in an environmentally sustainable manner.”

When completed, these solar energy projects will provide TUHSD an average annual
savings of $630,000 in energy utility expenditures. The upfront capital cost is $9.7 million, but
will be fully eligible for the 30% Investment Tax Credit rebates as provided by the Federal
Inflation Reduction Act, bringing the total net cost down to $6.8 million. The break-even point at
which the annual savings will pay for the upfront capital costs is under 11 years. The funding
source is TUHSD’s Capital Outlay Reserve facilities fund, which provides funding for several
large upcoming facilities projects that include athletic synthetic turf replacement for Archie
William’s Red Hill Park, tennis court resurfacing at Redwood (both anticipated in Summer 2023)
and completion of necessary swimming pool replastering at all sites.

Pending State of California Division of State Architect (DSA) approval, construction at all
three sites will commence in late Summer 2023, with a goal of having them fully operational by
early 2024. The plan is to construct as much of the steel canopies as possible during the
summer to minimize parking lot disruption at the beginning of the 2023-24 school year, but
some disruption will be unavoidable at Redwood High School and Tamalpais High School. This
is due to the ‘Bay Mud’ soil conditions at those sites, which require deep foundation construction
and more time to complete. The District will have some limited alternative parking for students
during construction at those sites, but will encourage them to seek other ‘green’ transportation
options during the most disruptive construction phase, at the beginning of the 2023-24 school
year. Once the foundations are set, the rest of the construction projects will be segmented, so
that parts of the parking lot can be reopened through the remainder of the project.

These solar projects are considered a ‘win-win’ for the district, both in terms of their
environmental sustainability and cost savings. Board President Karen Loebbaka praised the
projects, saying, “The Board heard clearly from the community during the FMP process last year
that the solar energy facilities projects were a high priority, so we’re very excited to be able to
follow-through and quickly authorize these ‘green’ improvements to our school campuses,



especially projects that free up $630,000 in ongoing funding to be used for other student and
staff services.”

For more information on these solar projects and upcoming facilities modernization
projects, visit the TUHSD Facilities Modernization Website.

Picture renderings:

Rendering of Solar Canopy at Archie Williams HS parking lot.

Rendering of Solar Canopy at Redwood HS East parking lot.

https://sites.google.com/tamdistrict.org/facilitiesmodernization/home


Rendering of Solar Canopy at Tamalpais HS parking lot.


